
Teaming Up With Parents
“Train a child in the 
way he should go, and 
when he is old he will 
not turn from it” 
(Proverbs 22:6).

• How well are your students 
spiritually nurtured at home?

• What are some things you’re 
doing to work with parents in the 
spiritual growth of their children?

• What do parents expect of you?

Imagine you’ve done your family’s grocery shopping for the week. You 
prepare one meal for your family, then padlock the pantry and fridge. 
“That’s it,” you tell your family. “See you next week.”

Not much of a strategy for a healthy family, is it?
The Bible lessons you teach give the kids in your class a wonderful dose 

of nutrition—but it’s just a single meal. You may be assuming the children 
are being fed at home, too—enjoying exposure to Scripture and being 
involved in spiritual discussion.

But is that really happening?
Some parents believe that what you provide in class is enough for their 

children to have a growing relationship with Jesus. Just as these parents 
send their kids to piano lessons for instruction, they send their children to 
you for spiritual instruction. You’re the expert.

What do the parents of children in your class expect of you? Unless you 
ask, you have no way of knowing—it’s just assumption. You won’t be able 
to help those parents embrace their roles as the primary faith-shapers of 
their children until you learn what they expect.

Try some of these tips to identify what parents expect of you, and to 
clarify what your respective roles are in the faith development of their 
children.

• Ask parents to meet with you and set some specific spiritual goals for 
the coming year. Two or three goals will be enough. Identify what the 
parents will do—and what you’ll do—to help children achieve goals.

• Encourage parents in their roles as the primary faith-shapers of their 
children. Watch reactions. Is this a role the parents want?

• Invite parents to be guests in your classroom so they can see what you 
do and don’t do.

• Make home visits to each family represented in your class.

• Be approachable for parents. Ask parents how you can pray for them.

Your teaching has a powerful impact in the lives of children…but you 
can’t do it all. Be sure parents have realistic expectations of your spiritual 
leadership in their kids’ lives—and of what God expects of them.
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Take this training deeper as you think over these questions:
• What do you think parents expect of you? How do you know?

• What areas need improvement as you work with parents?

• How will your students benefit from better teamwork between you and their parents? 
How will you?

My prayer for my students’ parents is…

Lord, as I team up with parents, help me…

Parents may not 
always express their 
gratitude for what you 
do for their children, 
but most have deep 
appreciation for 
your tremendously 
valuable influence. On 
behalf of all parents, 
thank you for all you 
do for God’s young 
ones. Kingdom work is 
forever! Your efforts 
are everlasting! 

Set up individual team-building sessions with the parents of 

each of your children to take place within the next month. Do 

these three things at the team-building meeting:

1. Set up spiritual goals to work on with their children. 

These should be goals that you have to work together to 

accomplish.

2. Develop a plan to be worked on both at church and at home.

3. Set check-off steps so you and parents know if you’re 

meeting those expectations.
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